
 

 No Laughing Matter 

Why do the nations rage? Why do the peoples grumble in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth take a stand, and the rulers join together 
against the L  and against his Anointed One. 3 “Let us tear off 
their chains and throw off their ropes from us.” 
4 The one who is seated in heaven laughs. The Lord scoffs at 
them. 5 Then he speaks to them in his anger, and in his wrath he 
terrifies them. 6 “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy moun-
tain.” (Psalm 2:1-6) 

It’s a scary world. Values and mores in our society are slipping further 
and further away from what you and I know is right, on the basis of 
God’s Word, the Bible. It seems every belief and point of view is seen 
as valid as long as it isn’t Christian. Not only are people neutral to-
ward Christianity; many are opposed to it. What God says is right, the 
world says is wrong, and what God says is wrong, the world says is 
right. Even in the realm of politics, it’s sometimes hard to know who to 
vote for. And what do you do when the “wrong candidate” gets voted 
in? It’s so hard to elect “good” leaders to say nothing of “godly” ones! 
It can all be very unsettling. 

It's unsettling, at least, until you realize it’s always been this way. It 
was especially true when God sent his Anointed into the world, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. So true, in fact, that the government of his day 
condemned him to death. Did that thwart God’s plans? Of course not! 
On the contrary: through that rejection, God’s plans were carried out! 
By his sacrificial death on the cross, which he WILLINGLY endured, 
Jesus paid for the sins of the whole world. He arose from the grave to 
prove his victory.  

So what is God’s stance toward the opposition? The psalmist tells us: 
God laughs! No, it’s not because what’s going on is funny. It’s be-
cause God knows that evil opposition will not win out. He has won the 
victory in Jesus. So let them reject. Let them oppose. Let them laugh 
at God. It’s God who will get the “last laugh.” 

And that’s a comfort for us in unsettling times. It’s our joy even if the 
“wrong” candidate gets into office for any given period of time. It’s our 
hope when the situation seems hopeless. God is still in control of a 
seemingly out-of-control world. And through all the chaos he’s steer-
ing us to heaven through Jesus. Those who reject him will get what 
they deserve in the end. And thankfully you and I will get what we 
don’t deserve: eternal life with him.  
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It was in 1955 that Paul Eckert was assigned to St. 
Jacobi to serve as a vicar or intern pastor. He 
would be working under Pastor Harold Eckert who 
happened to have been his uncle. During his vicar 
year here, Vicar Eckert met Judy Kleist of South 
Milwaukee who would become his wife on Septem-
ber 21, 1957.  Little did he know he would return to 
St. Jacobi as an assistant pastor in 1959 and serve 
here for 50 years! 

Born on April 16, 1931, in Saginaw, Michigan, Paul 
G. Eckert attended church and grade school at St. 
Paul’s in Saginaw where his father, Otto J. Eckert, 
served as pastor. He attended Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary in Saginaw for high school, and then pur-
sued the course for the pastoral ministry at North-
western College in Watertown, Wisconsin, and 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, Wiscon-
sin. During his seminary years, he served as a part-
time student assistant at St. Jacobi from 1953-
1954, and as a student supply pastor at St. John in 
Arcadia, Wisconsin, and St. Paul in Whitehall, Wis-
consin in 1955.  

After his graduation from the seminary, from June 
30, 1957, to November 1, 1959, Pastor Eckert 
served three congregations: 1) Our Saviour’s in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada, where he was 
assigned as the first resident WELS pastor in Can-
ada; 2) Immanuel in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, 
where he served as vacancy pastor for about half 
of a year in 1957; and 3) Our Saviour’s in Cedar-
ville, Michigan, where he served as vacancy pastor 
during his entire stay in Canada.  

Pastor Eckert accepted the call to St. Jacobi as as-
sistant pastor  and was installed on November 8, 
1959. When Pastor Harold Eckert accepted a call to 
serve full-time at the Synod offices, Pastor Paul Eck-
ert was installed as our sole pastor on November 10, 
1961. 

While at St. Jacobi, we celebrated the 25th anniver-
sary of Pastor Eckert’s ordination in 1982, his 40th 
year in the ministry in 1996, and his 50th year anni-
versary on November 5, 2006. Pastor Eckert served 
in a full-time capacity until the year 2000, and on a 
part-time basis after that. He is still our pastor emeri-
tus at the age of 91.  

Pastor Eckert led our congregation during a time 
when events could have split and hindered the work 
of our congregation. We finally ceased having ser-
vices in German, we built a new school in Greenfield 
and moved the church from Milwaukee to that city in 
1977. By God’s grace, membership losses were min-
imal, and the move actually precipitated an era of 
growth.  Pastor Eckert kept the congregation’s eyes 
focused on their mission—God’s mission—rather 
than the outward things we were leaving behind.  

Pastor Eckert’s sermons were clear and scriptural. 
He certainly understood Scripture’s teaching of the 
Holy Christian Church—that all believers in Jesus, 
regardless of denominational label, go to heaven. 
Yet, he made no bones about our Reformation herit-
age, and the scriptural truth that we are saved by 
God’s grace alone, through faith in Jesus. He did this 
even when our church was in the midst of the south-
side Roman Catholic belt. As you see from the at-
tached article, this did not go unnoticed by the com-
munity.  

             Do You  
  Remember… 

 
 

When St. Jacobi received a vicar 
who later became our longest serv-
ing pastor?  

A newspaper clip-
ping of Pastor Eck-
ert in front of our 
old church, 1977. 

Excerpts from a Milwaukee Jour-
nal  newspaper ar cle, Oct. 31, 
1964 



Please consider 
donating non-
perishable food 
items for those 
in need for the 
upcoming holi-
day seasons 

(Thanksgiving and Christmas). If you 
wish to donate, please place the items 
in the box in either the school hallway/
entryway, or in the church narthex. Cash 
gifts, grocery store or gift cards may be 
placed in an envelope marked for the 
Almoner.  

Thank you. 
Special Services 
Enclosed is a 
flyer for the 
special ser-
vices coming 
up in Novem-
ber and De-
cember. These 
are extra op-
portunities to 
say “Thank You” to our Lord and give 
him the worship He deserves.   

Thank you 
Thank you to all who helped make our 
Mission Festival a success. Special 
thanks to Pastor Jon Leach of Truth in 
Love Ministry   for his inspiring mes-
sage. Thank you also to our children, 
choirs, musicians, and those who pro-
vided food and helped with the fellow-
ship meal before the presentation. It 
was a wonderful and uplifting day—to 
God alone be the glory!  Remember to 
use your special Missions envelope in 

your offer-
ing enve-
lope box. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We have some new books in the library this 
month. In an effort to make these new titles 
easier for you to read, we are limiting the 
checkout time to two weeks. Please be 
courteous to other interested readers and 
make an effort to keep these new titles in 
circulation by your prompt return of them. 

You will find a review of Tim Bourman's book 
in the October Forward in Christ magazine. 
We also have a brand new book written by 
Matthew Doebler. Check out these new edi-
tions and visit often.        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 

Bap sms 

Theoden Mathias Alair 
 Born: September 26, 2022 
Bap zed: October 2, 2022 

Kylie Olivia Campbell 
 Born: March 2, 2021 

Bap zed: October 8, 2022 

William Thomas Koier 
 Born: September 21, 2012 
Bap zed: October 17, 2022 

Zoe Rose Koier 
 Born: October 31, 2015 

Bap zed: October 17, 2022 

Eva Marian Pinzer 
 Born: August 25, 2022 

Bap zed: October  23, 2022 

Wedding 

Bri any Marie Galloway 
and 

Nicholas Richard Schlei 
 October 29, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 St. Jacobi will be hos ng an Advent 
by Candlelight event for women as a prepa-
ra on for the Advent season. A program 
and dessert will be served in a candlelight 
se ng in the large church community room 
at 3:00 pm on Sunday, November 27. 
 The program highligh ng the theme, 
“Jesus, the Light of the World”, will be pre-
sented in Word and song. 
 Come join us as we prepare our 
hearts for God’s Christmas gi  to us, the 
birth of his Son, Jesus. 
 Please feel free to bring a guest(s). All 
ages are welcome, with 
being mindful of the a en-

on span of the program. 
 Sign up sheets are 
located in the decorated 
table in the atrium.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 EV Powered Monitor Speakers 

    For church                               2,100 

Instrumental Music                                300 

   Timpani Drum                                      2,000 

   Sets of 10 Hymnals  

   (2020 version—per set cost)             300                                                                                                                                                                                                      
TOTAL                              $    4,700 



 

 

 

 

 

October 29-31, 2022—Celebra ng God’s Grace as Heirs of the Refor-
ma on—On the Fes val of the Reforma on, we will reflect on our Lutheran heritage. 

November 23-24, 2022—Celebra ng God’s Grace as His Thankful People—
On Thanksgiving Eve and Day we will give special thanks to God for his goodness and grace. 

December 25, 2022—Celebra ng God’s Grace in the Savior’s Birth—We will 

celebrate Christmas in the joy that has cheered believers at St. Jacobi for 150 years. 

January 14, 2023 (Saturday a er church)— Celebra ng God’s Grace through 
the Years in Our Shared History and Fellowship--An elegant wine and cheese gather-

ing provides me to mingle and reflect as well as view special history displays. Musical entertain-
ment will also be provided..  

February 5, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace by Sharing It—Epiphany is a me to 

rejoice in the privilege of sharing Jesus for 150 years.  We will welcome new members and partake in 
our New Member Welcome Dinner.  

March 25-27, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace by Gratefully Serving—For 150 

years, individuals and groups at St. Jacobi have used their me and talents to serve the Lord in their 
lives and through our congrega on.  

April 23, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace to St. Jacobi—On this date, closest to St. 

Jacobi’s founding, our celebra on of 150 years of God’s grace comes to its culmina on with guest 
preacher, WELS President Mark Schroeder. We will have services on Sunday only. A catered meal will 
follow. Tenta ve Keynote speaker: former Pastor Timothy Henning.  

April 29-May 1, 2023??? (tenta ve)—Celebra ng God’s Grace with WLHS—
WLHS Weekend with guest preacher Rev. Dr. Kenneth Fisher and the WLHS Woodwind Ensemble. 

May 21, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace, Reaffirming Our Commitment—
Confirma on Sunday gives us all an opportunity to recommit ourselves to our Lord and his ministry 
at St. Jacobi. 
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Thanksgiving Eve and Day we will give special thanks to God for his goodness and grace. 

December 25, 2022—Celebra ng God’s Grace in the Savior’s Birth—We will cel-
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February 5, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace by Sharing It—Epiphany is a me to re-

joice in the privilege of sharing Jesus for 150 years.  We will welcome new members and partake in 
our New Member Welcome Dinner.  

March 25-27, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace by Gratefully Serving—For 150 

years, individuals and groups at St. Jacobi have used their me and talents to serve the Lord in their 
lives and through our congrega on.  

April 23, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace to St. Jacobi—On this date, closest to St. 

Jacobi’s founding, our celebra on of 150 years of God’s grace comes to its culmina on with guest 
preacher, WELS President Mark Schroeder. We will have services on Sunday only. A catered meal will 
follow. Tenta ve Keynote speaker: former Pastor Timothy Henning.  

April 29-May 1, 2023??? (tenta ve)—Celebra ng God’s Grace with WLHS—
WLHS Weekend with guest preacher Rev. Dr. Kenneth Fisher and the WLHS Woodwind Ensemble. 

May 21, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace, Reaffirming Our Commitment—
Confirma on Sunday gives us all an opportunity to recommit ourselves to our Lord and his ministry at 
St. Jacobi. 

Join us as we celebrate God’s grace 
throughout our 150th anniversary year. 
Details of each event will be publicized 
as it approaches on the calendar. 



 

ST. JACOBI  
 

 
Wednesday November 23, 2022        Thanksgiving Eve                    6:30 P.M. 
Thursday November 24, 2022        Thanksgiving Day                    9:30 A.M. 
Saturday   November 26, 2022 Regular Service                                5:00 P.M. 
Sunday                November 27, 2022 Regular Services                        8:15 & 10:45 A.M. 
Monday November 28, 2022 Regular Service                    7:00 P.M. 

Wednesday November 30, 2022 1st Advent Service                    3:30 & 6:30 P.M. 
Saturday December 3, 2022 Regular Service                     5:00 P.M. 
Sunday December 4, 2022 Regular Services                    8:15 & 10:45 A.M. 
Monday December 5, 2022 Regular Service                     6:30 P.M. 

Wednesday December 7, 2022 2nd Advent Service                    3:30 & 6:30 P.M.                  
Saturday December 10, 2022 Early Childhd. Christmas Serv.     10:00 A.M. 
Saturday December 10, 2022 Regular Service                    5:00 P.M. 
Sunday December 11, 2022   Regular Services                     8:15 & 10:45 A.M.  
Monday December 12, 2022 Regular Service                    6:30 P.M. 

Wednesday December 14, 2022 3rd Advent Service                    3:30 & 6:30 P.M. 

Saturday   December 17, 2022 Regular Service                      5:00 P.M. 
Sunday   December 18, 2022 Regular Services                    8:15 & 10:45 A.M. 
                      

Monday    December 19 2022  Regular Service                    6:30 P.M. 

Friday December 23, 2022 Children's Christmas  
  Special Services                    5:00 & 7:00 P.M. 

Saturday December 24, 2022 Christmas Eve Carols  

  & Candles Services                    3:00 & 5:00 P.M.   

Sunday December 25, 2022 Christmas Day Service                   9:30 A.M. 
Saturday December 31, 2022 New Year's Service      
                With Communion                    5:00 P.M.       

Sunday        January 1, 2023               New Year’s Services                    8:15 % 10:45 A.M. 
                                                                       With Communion 

Monday       January 2, 2023               New Year’s Service         6:30 P.M. 
                                                                      With Communion 

                 
 



 

 

Donald Adelmund Nov 1 

Emily Levack  Nov 1 

Dann Reske  Nov 1 

Robert Selin  Nov 1 

Max Swearingen Nov 1 

Nolan Swearingen Nov 1 

Andrew Hackmann Nov 3 

Chad Krutz  Nov 3 

Beth Pinzer  Nov 3 

Amy Zastrow  Nov 4 

Olivia Hopp  Nov 5 

Anastasia Manske Nov 5 

James Dombeck Nov 6 

Cathy Kallies  Nov 6 

Ashley Lepak  Nov 6 

Tracey Zanghi  Nov 6 

Kennedi Miller  Nov 7 

Paige Castillo  Nov 8 

Allison Zarr  Nov 8 

Katrina Fredrich Nov 9 

Katherine Mueller Nov 9 

Brian Selin  Nov 9 

Jeffrey Selin  Nov 9 

James Ehnow  Nov 10 

Cynthia Tesch  Nov 11 

Debra Johnson Nov 12 

Daniel Murray  Nov 12 

Annmarie Gigowski Nov 13 

Cassandra Thomas Nov 13 

Karen Wisniewski Nov 13 

Michelle Bertram Nov 15 

Karen Cook  Nov 15 

Stefanie Deida Nov 15 

Nicholas Draeger Nov 15 

Carol Grunert  Nov 16 

Edward Lenz  Nov 16 

Susan Waldschmidt Nov 16 

James Reinhard Nov 17 

Lukas Johnson Nov 18 

Kim Kasulke  Nov 18 

Jason Mackus  Nov 18 

Steven Salaty  Nov 18 

Jerry Tank  Nov 18 

Maia Aldinger  Nov 19 

Kurt Harder  Nov 19 

Samantha Krieger Nov 19 

 

 

Daniel Martinez Nov 20 

Robert Rogowski Nov 20 

Brett Nommensen Nov 21 

Linda Aumann  Nov 22 

Michelle Chapman Nov 22 

Keith Resler  Nov 22 

Jesse Van Lannen Nov 22 

Christopher Hill Nov 23 

Jonathan Hill  Nov 23 

Martina Osterman Nov 23 

Aiden Beauchene Nov 25 

Camryn Friske  Nov 25 

John Plaski  Nov 25 

Diandrea Seipel Nov 25 

Peter Slawny  Nov 26 

Noelle Wolter  Nov 26 

Ralph Kochie  Nov 27 

Brian Pajot  Nov 27 

Michael Boudreau Nov 28 

Helen Schweitzer Nov 28 

Jennifer Bailey Nov 29 

Stephan Brown Nov 30 

Judith Schneider Nov 30 

November Birthdays 

November Wedding  

Anniversaries 

Daniel and Dolly Martinez    Nov 1, 1980 

Jeff and Jill Brunner     Nov 2, 2013 

Robert and Barbara Abramowski Nov 3, 1973 

Aaron and Jennifer Friske    Nov 3, 2001 

Anthony and Jessica L. Demitros   Nov 6, 2010 

Randy and Vickie Witkowiak      Nov 12, 1988 

Joshua and Katharine Beyer      Nov 17, 2018 

Daniel and Rachel Huber       Nov 24, 2001 

Brad and Kerry DePons       Nov. 27, 2012 

Richard and Karen Boese      Nov 28, 1964 



  

 CENTRAL AFRICA  

   MEDICAL MISSION 

      OCTOBER 2022 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is summer season here in Malawi and most 
trees are empty as leaves are falling off due to very high temperatures. People are flocking to 
Salima district during the weekends to enjoy swimming in the fresh waters of Lake Malawi. Oc-
tober is also the time that people start to enjoy one of the country’s favorite fruits, mangos, and 
as I am writing now, I have a fresh mango by my side. 
 
In the month of March this year, we had an outbreak of cholera here in Malawi, which started in 
Machinga district with one case. This cholera has been spreading from one place to another due 
to the use of unsafe water, poor food hygiene, low latrine coverage.  Current updates show that 
the total number of the cholera cases is 3,623 with 105 deaths. The Malawi government, 
through the Ministry of Health, has put in place measures that will help prevent cholera cases. 
These include community sensitization on prevention and control of cholera, administration of 
oral cholera vaccine, pot to pot chlorination of water in places where there is no safe water, and 
engagement with local leaders to facilitate latrine construction and usage. Not only that, but the 
Malawi government is also setting up treatment centers in the affected areas. 
 
Lilongwe, the district in Malawi where we are based, has also been affected by the cholera out-
break. However, no cholera case or any suspected case has been reported from the areas that 
we serve, either at Chiwamba area where we have our Suzi, Msambo and Thunga Clinics, or 
Nathenje area where there is the Mwalaulomwe clinic. As a clinic we are working hand in hand 
with the government health surveillance assistants who also happen to be the ones that we 
work with at our clinics. We are sensitizing the people in the communities on how to prevent and 
control cholera cases such as the use of safe water, food hygiene, the use of latrines, frequent 
hand washing just to mention a few. It is our prayer and hope that God will protect our people in 
the communities and Malawi from this cholera outbreak.  
 
In the villages we serve, the needs of our patients have not changed. As a Christ centered Clin-
ic, our patients need to hear the Word of God and that is why we always hold devotions before 
clinic starts every day. We thank God that our Pastors, maintenance men and volunteers are 
able to share this Word of God with the people on each day of clinic. After the devotion, the 
medical needs of the people are attended to and medication is administered using both pill bags 
and pill bottles which are donated by the well-wishers across the world. Recently, we have re-
ceived parcels containing different things such as the pill bottles, sunscreen, baby blankets, 
clothes, hats, cloth masks just to mention a few. These baby clothes are being distributed in the 
communities that we serve during clinic days. These people are very happy upon receiving 
these things and all they say is “Zikomo kwambiri Mulungu akudalitseni” meaning thank you so 
much and God bless you. I would like to thank all our donors and well-wishers on all the good 
things that they do for the people of Malawi and may God continue blessing them.  
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Violet Chikwatu - Nurse in Charge 
Malawi Lutheran Mobile Clinic 


